I’ve become a Jesus Hogger!

By Edith Pont, M.A., Registered Marriage and Family Therapist Intern

I’'m quite embarrassed to admit that I’'ve become a Jesus hogger. What do I mean? Well, I have not been
sharing Christ with others lately.

To hog according to dictionary.com - is “to appropriate selfishly; take more than one’s share of”.

Wow! I've taken more of my share of Jesus and have not given back. I've been so busy with my life that I've
disregarded what it means to truly share the Good News. So how did I come to realize I'm hogging Jesus?
Read on...

Two weeks ago, I woke up to a lovely sound... prayer! An unknown voice was leading my neighbor to
salvation. I sat up on my bed. I thought it was fantastic. I put my ear close to the window to hear more (I
know, but I just had to witness it). Then, I began thanking the Lord for her salvation. And then it hit me...
Man, I’'ve been hogging Jesus all this time. I had been praying for that “one day they will be saved”, but I
never took the steps to share Christ. I missed the privilege to lead her to eternal salvation.

That day was tough. I tried to rationalize and come up with different “excuses” as to why I had not talked to
them about Christ, but it wasn’t enough. I was guilty! I’'ve become so comfortable and preoccupied with my
life that I’'ve missed opportunities to share Christ. Have you ever felt that way?

Take the quiz below to find out if you’re a Jesus hogger.

Jesus Hogger Quiz — Answer Yes or No if you have done any of the following this week:

Did you share your testimony with someone? — Yes [INo

Did you lead someone to Christ? — LYes CNo

Did you invite your neighbors to church? — Yes LNo

Did you share the message of salvation? — [1Yes [INo

Did you pray with someone? — Yes LNo

Did you invite friend, family or coworker to a church event? — LYes [INo
Have you been intentional in reaching someone for Jesus? — LYes [INo

Do you often feel guilty when you don’t shate Jesus? — L1Yes [L1No
What would you add here?
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Okay, so you get the point. Obviously, the more NO’s you have, the more you are hogging Jesus. If you’re
like me, you may be hesitant in sharing due to shyness, embarrassment, and lack of Biblical knowledge.
Maybe you are very anxious when you speak to strangers. Or just maybe, you haven’t given it the priority it
deserves (that has been my excuse).

So, Why Don’t You Start With Something Attainable?

Here’s what I did the following week after my hogging revelation. I invited my neighbor to our women’s
event. Granted, she couldn’t come, but the seed has been planted. I made contact. Now, I can go back and
follow up with other events. Won’t you share Jesus? Please share your hogging experience and tell me how
you plan to share Jesus this week. One more way to share Jesus: Click on this link to see this video that
shares Jesus. You can add a button to your blog or website to share Jesus with others —

http://www.simplysharejesus.com

Rest in His Word: Acts 1:8

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (NIV)

Heart Checkup:

e Ask yourself, have I been hogging Jesus? If so, don’t be so hard on yourself. Remember that this is
an opportunity to take action.

e Write down any ideas you have on how to share Jesus. Start small. Maybe it’s sending someone a
card. Then follow up with a phone call and pray with them.

e If you have been sharing Jesus, be honest and examine your heart. Has sharing Jesus become
mechanical for you? Is your heart truly in sharing because you are grateful or do you do it because
you have to?
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